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Mrs. Barbara M. Haas 
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Records Committee 
2459 Hammertown Ro a d 
Narvon, PA 17555 - 9726 

Dear Barb, 

Enclosed is a copy of my report o 
seen on CBC day for Lower Bucks County i 
date isn ' t on the form and I didn't g et a 

Boat-Tail Grackle, 
(I ' m sorry, the 

ance to look it up . ) 

This was a count before they used the report forms we now 
use . Unfortunately, I did not do a more thorough documentation or 
photograph the bird, because at that time I was not aware of how 
rare or unusual it would be in Bucks County or Pennsylvania . How 
ever, I was thoroughly familiar with Boat - tails then, as now , and 
there is absolutely no question about it . 

Nevertheless, Jim Merritt was then doing the screening of 
CBC reports and rejected the sightin g without even an inquiry, 
presumedly because at that time he didn't know me from Adam . 

Regarding Hoar y Redpolls, I will have to double check my 
old movie s f o r I b e lieve I d o h a ve movies of the Hoary Redpoll at 
my feeder . Aug Mirabelle was keepin g track of another Hoary Redpoll 
outside of Hatfield that same winter and might have some records on 
it . 

Finally, I believe I also have some old movies of the 
Eurasian Goldfinch at Bill Trumbauer's feeder (a gain I don't 
remember the year) . That was the year about 4 or 5 Eurasian Gold 
finches appeared simultaneously in Easton, Pa . and New Jersey and 
a couple more in New England right after a hurricane . Alan Br~dy 
had hypothesized that the hurricane deposited them here from the 
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Bermuda population, for there were no reports of escapes and they 
all appeared at different locations about the same time. Elaine 
Mease also had one at her feeder the same time Bill Trumbauer had 
his. 

I'll get back to you after I have a chance to check 
further. 

Best regards, 
J 

f ~ 
~1,:;./r-J 

William Hart Rufe, III 
WHR:bkm 
Enclosure 



DATE: 

PARTY MEMBERS: 

( 1) 

( 2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

A~el.A-~ 
~ BUCKS CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - YEAR /Lt 7 7 

NAME COMPLETE ADDRESS PHONE FEE PAID 

I~:_- :_~ /:.:1 :·: ....-J s-r-: 
.:::.· ,.:.:. :. !. .;-~-..5 1,·'''-.:.. c:..; 

S°" 
NOTE: There is a fee of $1.00- for every participant, including feeder watchers. 
All observers must pay the fee and be listed above. The fee is not optional 
and must be paid for each count the observer participates in if the observer 
participates in additional counts other than Upper Bucks. 

PARTY HOURS AND MIL!::S: 
,. 

) 
_.., 

Total party hours -· foot by I , on , car I-- . 
Total party miles '2. ~; 

I on foot /__ ~ r by car -z_ l" , ~ -
Total feeder watching hours by feeder watchers only • 
DO NOT INCLUDE FEEDER HOURS IN TOTAL PARTY HOURS. 

NOTE: If all observers stay together, it is one party, if a party splits into 
two parties for part of the time, that time counts twice, both as to hours and 
miles. One person may constitute a "party" for this purpose. 

TIME AND TEMPERATURE: 
--, 'l..:. .- F. to F. Start t:L:-:,- , Lunch ----, Stop , , : ::, , Temp. ----

NOTE: Mark totals for all birds observed on the attached sheet. The attached 
list includes a conposite of all birds recorded in the preceding Uooer Bucks 
Counts. Any species marked with an asterisk or any new bird not included en 
this list requires further explanatory information as follows: a full descrip- · 
tion of all field rearks actually observed including size, shape and color 
pattern, voice (if heard), behavior and habitat, as well as locatio~ date, 
time, weather, light, distance, optical equipment and names of actual observers. 

PLEASE MAIL THIS REPORT, WITH FEES WITHIN 48 HOURS AFTER DAY OF COUNT TO: 

Joseph Pearson, 608 N. Washington Ave., Sellersville, Pa. 18960 
215-257-7613 



PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
2459 Hammertown Road 

Narvon, Pennsylvania 17555-9726 

28 September 1990 

BOAT-TAILED GRACKLE 

The following is my best guess at the report submitted on the Boat-tailed Grackle. The original is 
attached for your convenience! 

"The Boat-tailed Grackle broke out of the great flock of blackbirds and caused one of the other party members 
to call, "Look, a hawk!" My immediate reaction was "Look at that tail!• but it can't be a hawk because it's all 
black. Fortunately the bird settled in the top of a tree about 150 yds. away and sat long enough for us to study 
it through the Questar telescope. It had the dark iridescent blue sheen of the boat-tail as well as that monstrous 
long tail. All three party members observed it through the Questar. 

Once again we saw that great flock of black birds that flew in a great wave over Core Creek Park. It started at 
7:05 and the wave itself ended at 7:47 although there were numerous small straggling groups after it. We 
estimated that approximately 200 birds passed a given point within one second and multiplied that out for 42 
minutes to get 504,000 birds. The breakdown between redwings, grackles, starlings and cowbirds represents 
our best estimate of the respective percentage, although such an estimate is very difficult for the early part of 
the wave was clearly predominantly redwings with a few of the other species; toward the end of the wave it was 
almost exclusively grackles with only a few of the other species mixed in. We did not count any more 
blackbirds of the four species for the rest of the day (?in the thought?) that they were all included in that first 
early morning flight although we saw one enormous flock of starlings about 7:30 p.m. that may well have been 
a separate flock because it was very tight knit without any other species mixed in. There were probably 15,000 
- 20,000 in that one flock alone. However,, we did not add it to the total estimated in the morning. 

Typed by Barbara Haas 
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~cSmmon Loon -Aorange-fronted Parakeet Starling · 5°'000 " •• 
Pied Billed Grebe Barn Owl Yellow rumped Warbler " .. 
Great Blue Heron Screech Owl -,.. *Pine Warbler 
Canada Goose -~IS" Great Horned Owl • .,_ *Palm Warbler 

"Snow Goose Long-eared Owl *Yellow Throat 
Mallard - /~~ Saw-whet Owl House Sparrow -- 3 
Black Duck-,.,_ Belted Kingfisher -~ ( 1 S,, !j!) Eastern Meadowlark 
Pintail Yellow-shafted Flicker - I Red-winged Blackbird · ~t>oo 
Am. Widgeon -"2.... Pileated Woodpecker *Baltimore Oriole 
Wood Duck Red-bellied Woodpecker Common Grackle zoo,,0ot::, 
Ring-necked Duck Red-headed Woodpecker Brown-headed Cowbird · 'f;OOO 
Common Goldeneye Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Cardinal·7"'f 
Bufflehead Hairy Woodpecker·· I Evenin_g__,_G_r_o.,..s_h_e_a_k_. _____ _ 
Com.~on Merganser Downy Woodpecker-"f! Purple Finch• e,o 
Red Breasted Merganser "'Eastern Phoebe House Finch• 3fo 
Turkey Vulture Horned Lark *Pine Grosbeak 
Goshawk Blue Jay-- 8~ Common Redpoll 
Sharp-shinned Hawk Common Crow· 5"~ Pine Siskin 
Cooper's Hawk Black capped Chickadee-','G, Am. Goldfinch - St/ 
Red-tailed Hawk -'I *Carolina Chickadee *White-winged Crossbill 
Red-shouldered Hawk Tufted Titmouse - 8 . Rufous-sided Towhee - 'f 
Rough Legged Hawk White Breasted Nuthatch-',(/ Savannah Sparrow 
Marsh Hawk Red Breasted Nuthatch Vesper Sparrow -- C, 

~eregrine Falcon Brown Creeper Dark-eyed Junco (slt. col.)·91 
*Pigeon Hawk - Merlin *House Wren Tree Sparrow - -1-o 
S arrow Hawk-Kestrel - Winter Wren F!,_~ ld Sp~.!:£O_w~--,--~-.&..----· 
Ru fed Grouse Carolina Wren '7Whi te- crowned Sparrow - / 
Bob White Mockingbird - /3. Fox Sparrow . -,_ 
Ring-necked Pheasant - 3 Catbird Swamp Sparrow - /'-f 
Turkey Brown Thrasher Song Spd r.-row -- b& 

*Virginia Rail Robin Snow Bunting 
Am. Coot Hermit Thrush , :ci· Bt>A1-1iJl~./J ~Kte- f-; .- , ,· , . I 
Killdeer - / *Gray Cheeked ~hrush WJIIT~ r//,eu,f.1£/J S~~RAD'f.15 '13'1 
Am. Woodcock Eastern Bluebird LJ=.. ~ :x::A-uf> LL . ,., 

•. Col"mon Snipe Golclcn-crowned Kinglet $5 ' - T ,. ··' · '· 
Herring Gu11-3 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Ring-billed Gull·/ Water Pipit 
Rock Dove - " Cedar Waxwing , 1 , 
Mourning Dove - I Sh *Loggerhead Shrike _ 7'5 S/£C..1£ S 

~ Any species marked with an asterisk or any new bird not included on this list requires further 
explanatory information as follows: a full description of all field marks actually observed, 
including size, shape and color pattern, voice (if heard), behavior and habitat, as well as 
location, date, time, weather, light, distance, optical equipment and names of actual observers. 



38 : Rusty Blackbird 2: Com. Grackle 3: Brown-h~aded 
Cowbird 29: 'Cardinal 120: Evening Grosbeak 166: Com . 
Rcdpoll 9; Am. Gold11nch 85: White -winged Crosshill 1; 
Dark-eyed (Slate-col.) Junco 96: Tree Sparrow 153: Field 
Sparrow 1: White-throated Sparrow 18; Swamp Sparrow 
3; Song Sparrow 32; Snow Bunting 17. 

Total, 60 spec ies; about 13.906 individuals. (In count 
area count week but not seen count day: Ring-necked 
Pheasant , Herring Gull , Ring-billed Gull.)-Bo nnie 
Baird. J a m es Baird. Rich Chafey_, Sara Flaugh. Ronald 
Harrell (compiler-428 Park Ave .. Meadville PA 16335). 
Mary Leberman. Rober t Leberman. R onald Leberman, 
Brian McHu gh . Marty McKay, Imogene Mute. Clara 
Nicolls. John Robb, Marlyn Robb. Wayne Sherretts. 
(LN-5 .2) . 

325. Lititz, Pa. 40°1 I'N 76°18'W, ce nter Brickerville, 
as desc~ibed 1972 ; elevation 387 to 609 ft.: habitat cover
age. as described 1977.-Dec. 26 : 5:45 a .111. lo 5 p.m. 
Clear. Temp. 11° lo 32°F. Wind NW, 22 111 .p.h. No snow 
cover. Water open. Wild food crop good . Seventeen 
obse rvers. 14 in 7 parties. 3 at feeders. Total party-hours. 
57 (26 on foot, 3 I by car) plus 12 at feeders; total parly
milcs. 180(2 1 on foot. 159byea r). 

e Pied -bi lled Grebe 1; Great Blue Heron 14 ; Canada 
Goose 20,025; Snow Goose (b lue form) 2: Mallard 2049; 
Black Duck 200; Gadwall 3; Pinta il 4; Am. Wigeon 3; 
Ring-necked Duck 60; Canvasback 20; Greater Scaup 
29: Lesser Seaup 3; Com. Merganser 15: Red-brcasled 
Merganser l; Turkey Vulture 8: Sharp-shinned Ha wk 1: 
Cooper's Hawk I ; Red -tailed Hawk 20: Rough-legged 
Hawk 10; Marsh Hawk 1; Am. Kestrel 17; Ruffed 
Grouse 2; Ring-necked Pheasant 52 (l :iw): Am. Coot l: 
Killdeer 4 ; Com . Snipe 12: Rock Dove 114: Mourning 
Dove 213: Screech Owl 7; Great Horned Owl 3: Long
eared Owl 1; Short-eared Owl 1; Belted K ing11sher 3; 
Com. (Yel-sh.) Flicker 2: Pileatcd Woodpecker l : Red
be llied Woodpecker 7; Red-headed Woodpecker l; 
Hairy Woodpecker 8; Downy Wood pecker 35: Horned 
La rk 550; Blue Jay 51 ; Com. Crow 20 90; Fish Crow 2; 
Black-capped Chickadee 88; Carolina Chickadee 4: 
Tufted Titmouse 48 ; White-breasted Nuthatch 31; Red
breasted Nuthatch I ; Brown Creepe r 2: Carolina Wren 
4; Mockingbird 35; Brown Thrasher Ii: Am. Robin 58; 
Hermit Thrush 2; Golde n-crowned Kinglet 8 : Ruby
crowned Kinglet 2; Cedar Waxwing 4: Starling 4355; 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler 2: I-l ouse Sparrow 659; 
E. Meadowlark 17; Com. Grackle 8: Brown -headed Cow
ird 20 l ; Cardinal 74; Evening Grosbeak 15; Purple 
Finch 17; House Finch 43; Pine Siskin 49; Am. G old
finch 124; Rufous-sided Towhee 2; Dark-eyed (S late -col.) 
Junco 281; Tree Sparrow 76; Field Sparrow 8; White
crowned Sparrow 3; White-throated Sparrow 527; 
Swamp Sparrow 4; Song Sparrow 51; Snow Bunting 7. 

Total, 79 spec ies: about · 32,459 individuals.-Jay 
Eisen hauer Jr .. Kathy and Steve Fla im, Elizabeth 
Foreman, Paul Foreman. Donald Garner, Jay George. 
Russell Market. Harold Morrin, Gene Rannels. Charles 
Regennas (compiler-130 W Lemon St., Lititz PA 
17543), Dorothy and Margie Rutbell. Jan Witmer. 
(LT-5.7). 

326. Lock Haven-Jersey Shore, Pa. 41°08' N 77°22'W, 
center 2 mi. Sand 0.5 mi. E of McElhattan, as described 
1972; elevation 530 to 2293 ft.; h abitat coverage: wood 
land 26%. cultivated fields 21 % . brushy fields I 9% . res
idential 17%, river, streams, ponds 17%.-Dec. JI; 5 

554 

a.rn. to 5:30 p.m. A.M.: m os tly cloudy. P.M. : ,11rn:a,1. 
Temp . 23° to 41 °F. Wind E. 0-10 m.p.h. Snow ,·,11·,-r Oto 
4 in. Water partly open . Wile! food crop gt11xl. Thirty 
observers. 24 in 15 parties. 6 at feeders. T t1t: d p: ,rt y
hours. 95 (JS on foot, 60 by car) plus 15 a t k eele r,: to tal 
party-miles. 717 (49 on foot, 668 by car) . 

• Horned Grebe 3; Pied-billed Grebe 2: Crea l Blue 
Heron 7; Canada Goose 100; Mallard 360: Bbck Duck 
197; Pintail 1: W ood Duck 2; Com . Goldcnc,·r b; Com . 
M erganser 3; Sharp-shinned H a wk 2; Cooper·, 1 la wk l: 
Red-tailed Hawk 31; Red -shouldered Hawk 2: l{nngh
legged Hawk 13 : M a rsh Hawk 1: Am . K estre l ~8 ; Huffed 
Grouse 1; Bobwhite 5; Turkey 1: Kill dee r 4: 1,,,ck Dove 
855: Mourning D ove 189: Screech Owl 5: Gr~:,t ll 11rned 
Owl 8; Belted Kingfi she r 5; Com. (Ycl.-sh.) Flick er J : 
Pileated Woodpecker 9; Red-bellied Wooc.lpcd,cr 2; 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker I; Ha iry Wood pcck~r 2 1; 
Downy Woodpecker 66: H orned Lark 6 : Bl ue J ;1\' 151: 
Corn. Raven 7: Com. Crow 538: Black -cap pcrl C" lii ,·k adce 
192; Tufted T itm ouse 87: White -brea sted Nulkll e li (15: 
Red-b reasted Nuthatch 5: Brown Creeper 9: C:, ro lin a 
Wren 9: M ockingbird 12; He rmit Thrush I; Ced ar Wax 
wing 3; Starling 1598: Yellow-rumped (Myrt le-I W;1rhler 
J: House Sparrow 445: E. M eadowlark 6: ll l'< I .,, i llgcd 
Bbckbird 1 IO: N. (Ba ltimore) O riole l; Rust y llb,·khird 
21; Com. Grackle 159; Brown-headed Cowbird l!IS; Ca r
dinal 127; Evening Grosbeak 312: Purple Fi m· h 15: 
House Finch 61; Hoary Redpoll l; Com. R,·d pn ll 90: 
Pine Siskin 38 : Am. Gold11nch 94; W hit,·-11in i:cd 
Crossbill I; Rufous-sidcd Towhee 2: Dark -nee! (Slatc
col.) Junco 379; Tree Sparrow 227; Field S p;,rn,w 32; 
White-throated Sparrow 194; Swamp Sparnl\\· h; Song 
Sparrow 76. 

To tal, 70 species; abo ut 7122 indiv id ual s. (111 count 
area coun t week but not seen count da y: Sn ow llu llt ing.) 
-Will iam Anderson. Blair and Mary Ca r bau g h. t'- 1orton 
Claster. K ay Crisanti , Charles Ferree Jr .. Haye, G al itski. 
Georgianna Ha rt zel. Angeline and Ceci l Halie ll. Terry 
Hendricks, Wayne Laubscher. Jean Lesher. Johll l.undy. 
Jack McKernan. Paul Moser, Howard an d William 
Moudy. Timothy Olnick. Wesley Pedl ow Jr .. Parker 
Peer, Marlin Remick. Samuel Rockey . Charle , ;uu l Vesta 
Schach . Glenna and Paul Schwalbe (com pik r-- Lock 
Haven State College. Lock Haven PA 177-1S) . Emma 
Thompson, James and Kenneth Vanem on. (We,1 Branch 
Bird Club). (LH-9.5) . 

327 . [owcr Bucks CountJ, Pa. 40° 1 l ' N 74°54' W, 
center Fairless Juncfion; elevation to 3" ·L : ar;:a a nd 
habitat coverage as described l - Dec . 17: -I . 0 a.rn . 
to 4:30 p.m. A.M.: mostly cl o dy . P. . : overc JSI . Tem p. 
28° to 40°F. Wind NE. 0-5 111 .p.h. No snow l' (ll'CJ'. Water 
partly ope n. Forty-eight observers. 44 in 13 pa rt ies. 4 al 
feeders. Total party-hours, 102 (78 on foot. 2-l by car) 
plus 11 at feeders; total party-miles. 268 (63 on J'oo t. 205 
by car). 

• Pied-billed Grebe 5; Great Blue Hcro 11 h ; 131ack
crowned Night Heron 2; Canada Goose .180 I; Snow 
Goose 5: Malla rd 606 ; Black Duck 236; Am. Wigeon 52: 
N. Shoveler 2; Wood Duck 2; Ring-neck ed Du ck 40; 
Canvasback 1; Lesse r Scaup 54; Com. Golden e1-c 2: Buf
flehead 30; Hooded Merganser 3 ; Com. M e rg;ll1'l'I' 3000 ; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2; Red-tailed Hawk · .12 : Red
shou ldered Hawk 1: Marsh Hawk 3: Am . Kes trel 38; 
Ring-necked Pheasant 52; Am . Coot 214 ; Killdeer 4; 
Com. Snipe 2: Iceland Gull I: Great Black-li ;,ckcd G ull 
22; Her ring Gull 10.144: Ring-billed Gull 2-H,; Rock 

American 13ird , . Ju ly. 1978 

D o,·c 256 ; M ourni 
Horned O wl 7: Lor 
Com. (Yc l.- s h. ) Fl i 
llairy Wondpcc kc 
Jay 297: Com. Cn 
Chi ckadee 144: C:, 
53 : Whitc-breas lc, 
hatch 2: Brown C 
Wre n 3: Mocking! 
319 : ll c rmit Tim,, 
Waxwing 21 : St ar 
War bler 2: 1-Jous( 
Red-winged Black 
[?-Ed.J: Com. G 
bird 5703: Cardin 
Finch 105; House 
Goldfinch 242: Hu 
row I; Vespe r S p; 
66 1; Tree Sparrn 
crow11ccl Sparrow 
Sparrow 4: Swamp 

Total, 82 spet·ic! 
area count wee k I 
turc.)-- Wav11e Aa · 
!{on 11aclc r. J,,Ji;,n 
Bra11dt. Uill Burl<• 
Jea n Carmich ael. 
Tom Derbyshire . 
Dyer, Craig Fox . . 
G ood, Ad olph He, 
Hope PA 189.)8). ' 
K opchik, AIJ'r cd r 
Bob Maly. Jim M 
Rus sel l Neiger. [ 
Rowe , Hart , l{ uk . 
Frcxl and k a 11 S m 
S to pyra. Bill T h<' 
Iiams . (Ncshami n 
(LB-10.2) . 

328. Mansfi d d , 
ncyville. as dcsn i 
habitat coverage . ; 
4 p.m . O1'c rcas t . 
Wind SE. 0-5 111 .p 
strea ms npc n. Wi 
crs , 31 in 8 parties 
on foot, 37 by ear) 
(15 on foot . 297 by 

• G osh a wk I: 
29; lfo11g li -lcggccl 
12 ; Rul"Jcd G rouse 
Rock Dove 132: M 
Pilcated W ood pc( 
Woodpecker 17; 
Crow 33 1: Black 
m ouse 3: Wh ite 
Nu lha.tch I : Brow 

1; St arling 687: I 
House Spa rrow , 
Cowbird 9 ; Card i! 
Finch 8 : Ho use F 
I: Am. GoldlincJ, 
Tree Sparrow I 
Sparrow l; White 

Total, 4.1 spcc i 
area count week 
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D ove 256: Mourn ing •Dove 841; Screech Owl 21; Great 
Horned O wl 7; Lo ng-ca red Owl 5: Belted Kingfi sher 14 ; 
Com. (Yel.-sh.) Flicker 28: Red -bell ied W ocx:lpccker 9: 
Hairy Woodpecker 15; Downy Woodpecker 121: Blue 
Jay 297; Com. Crow 545; Fish Crow 19; Black-capped 
Chickadee 144: Carolina Chickadee 10; Tufted Titmouse 
SJ: White-breasted Nuthatch 132; Red -breasted Nut -

' hatch 2; Brown Creeper 4: Win ter Wren J; Carolina 
Wren 3: M ock ingbird 113: Gray Catbird J; Am. R obin 
JI 9: Hermit Thrush 2; G o lden-crowned K inglet 6; Cedar 
Waxwing 21 ; S tarling 54,508; Yel low-ru mped (Myrtle) 
Warbl er 2: House Sparrow 230; E. Meadowlark 10; 
Red -winged Blackbird 255,264: Boat-tailed Grackle I 
[?-Ed. J: Com. G rackle 2 12,240; Brown-headed Cow 
bird 5, 03: Cardinal 242; Evening Grosbeak 8; Purple 
Finch 105 ; H ouse ,Finch 711; Pine Siskin 187; Am. 
G oldfi nch 242: Rufous-sided Towhee 7; Savannah Spar
row 1: Vesper Sparrow 9; Dark-eyed (Slate-col.) Junco 
66 1; Tree Sparrow 104; Field Sparrow 129; White
crowned Sparrow 5: White-throated Sparrow 1773; Fox 
Sparrow 4: Swamp Sparrow 27; Song Spa rrow 263. 

Total, 82 species: about 554 ,037 individuals . (In count 
area count week but not seen count day: Turkey Vul
ture.}--Wayne Aaronson , Stan Backenstoss, Marge and 
Ron Bader, Julian Boryszewsk i, Elizabeth Brady, Diane 
Brandt, Bill Bur fo rd , Ann and John Byro n, George and 
Jean Carmichae l, Louella Clayton, Susa n Dalrymple, 
Tom Derbyshire, Christine and Gerard Dewaghe, Jack 
Oyer , Craig Fox, D av id Fluri, Phyllis Garverich, Frank 
Good , Adolph Herzog (compiler-RD 2, Box llJA, New 
H ope PA 18938); Florence Herzog, W illis Johnson, Joan 
Kopchik, Alfred Kronsch nabcl. Fred Little Sr. and Jr., 
Bob Maly. J im Mcinerney, Bob Mercer, Frances Na as. 
Russell Ne iger , Don Parlee, Barry Passmore , G_eorge 
Rowe , Hart Rufe, D ouglas Siddell, Pau line Simm o ns. 
Fred and Jean Snyde r, Don Sparks. Chris Stieber, Gary 
Stopyra. Bill Thompson, Ha rry Weintraub, Jim Wil
liams. (Nesham iny Valley Nature Club and guests). 
(LB-10.2) . 

328. Mansfield, Pa. 4 1 °46' N 77°12' W, center Whit
neyvi ll e, as described 1975: elevatio n 11 30 to 2200 ft.; 
habitat coverage, as described 1976.-Dec. 18; 7 a.m. to 
4 p .m . O ve rcast. moderate r ain. Temp. 33° to J7°F . 
Wind SE, 0 -5 m.p.h . Snow cover 4 to 10 in. Lake frozen, 
streams open. Wild food crop good. Thirty-two obse rv
ers, J I in 8 parties, 1 at feeders. Total party-hours. 55 (18 
on foot , 37 by car) plus 8 at i ·eeders ; total party-miles. 312 
(15 on foot, 297 by car). 

e G oshawk l ; Cooper' s Hawk 2; Red-tailed H aw k 
29; R ough-legged H awk 15; Marsh H awk l; Am. K estrel 
12; Ruffed Grouse l; Ring -necked Pheasant J; Turkey J; 
Rock Dove 132; Mournin g Dove 15; Belted Kingfisher 2; 
Pileated Woodpecker J; Hairy Woodpecker S; D owny 
Woodpecker 17; Horned Lark 20; Blue Jay 82; Com. 
Crow 331 ; Bl ack-capped Chickadee 124; Tufted Tit
mouse 3 ; White-breasted Nuthatch 19; Red -breasted 
Nuthatch l; Brown Creeper I; Mockingbird J; N. Shrike 
l; Starling 687; Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) W arble r l; 
House Sparrow 446; Com. Grackle 2; Brown-headed 
Cowbird 9; Cardinal 3 1; Evening Grosbeak 237; Purple 
Finch 8; House Finch 47; Pine .Grosbeak 7; Pine Siski n 
l ; Am. Gold finch 30; D ark-eyed (Slate-col.) Junco 76; 
Tree Sparrow 145; Field Sparrow 3; White-crowned 
Sparrow l; White-throated Sparrow 10; Song Spa rrow 4. 

Total, 43 species; about 2571 individuals. (In count 
area count week but not seen count day: Sharp-shinned 
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Hawk, Caroli na Wren.)-Lconard lkyc r, Kim Boney . 
Evelyn Bouche r, La rry Bowen, Su1:11111c Brow n, Wcnclell · 
Crumb, Sam Del osa, Joyce Forcnwn. C harlott e Gars ide, 
Todd Griffin , Gary H age r, Kate and Robert Hi ckey , 
Willi am Igoe , Carol. Kevin, Patr i,·k. Rhett . and Ryan 
Kennedy. Robert Kn owlt on. Syl'"ia f.;:rnpp. Ken Meyer. 
Joe Miller. Jeff Reynolds, Angl'i S;iu ndc rs , Catherine 
Saveson, Robert Scudder. Loui\L' T cs man, Kat hy 
Thompson, Rich Trowbridge. F orres t Wat kin s (compile r 
-SO Grant St., W ell sboro PA 16901). Lucile Watkins . 
(Tiadaght on Audubon Society). (I\I A-S.5) . 

329. New Bloomfield, Pa . 40°25' N 77° 10' W, center 
mi. E of New Bloomfield, as for 28 ycars ; elevati on 595 to 
710 ft . ; habi tat coverage, as described 1977.-Dec. 18; 5 
a .m . to 5 p.m. Li ght rain. Temp. J-1 ° 10 J 7°F. No wind. 
No snow cover. W a ter ope n. Wild fnod crop gocx:I . Eleven 
observers in 4 parties . T otal part y-ho urs, 36 (12 on foo t, 
24 by car); tot al pa rty-miles. 228 (I 7 nn foo t, 211 by car). 

• M a llard J; Bl ack Duck 9; Com . Goldeneye 14; Buf
fl ehead 6; Hooded Merga nser 6; Com. M erga nse r 8; 
Red-tailed Hawk 7; Marsh Hawk 2: Am . Kestrel 11 ; 
Ring-necked Pheasant 21; Killdc l' r 8 ; Com . Snipe 10; 
Iceland Gull I; Herring Gull 6; Rnl'k Dove 123; Mourn
ing Dove 18; Grea t H orned Owl I: Bl'itcd Kingfi sher 8; 
Com. (Yel.-sh.) Flicker J; Pileat cd W,xidpcc ke r 2; Red
bellied W ocx:lpecke r 9; Red -hcad l'd W ood pecker I; 
Hairy Woodpecker 8; D owny W lx•dpcl'ker 57; Blue Ja y 
133; Com. Crow 277; Black-cappccl Chickadee 181; 
Tufted T itmouse 168; White-b n:as led Nuth a tch 66; 
Brown Creeper 4; Win ter Wren 2; Carolina Wren 6; 
M ockingbird 8; Hermit Thrush I : E. Blueb ird 4; 
G olden-crowned Kinglet 6 ; Starlin" 1037; Yell ow
rumped (Myr tle) Warbler l ; Hou ,c Sparrow 577; E. 
Meadowlark 3; Red-winged Bla ckbird 24 ; Rus ty Black
bird l; Com. Grack le 4; Brown-head ed Cowbird 6; Car
dinal 186; Evening Grosbea k 164; Purple Finch 18; 
House Finch 84; Com. Redpoll J (,; l'inc Siskin 8; Am . 
Goldfinch 75; Vesper Sparrow I ; Dark -eyed (Slate-col.) 
Junco 646; Tree Sparrow 147; Chipp ing Sparrow 2; Field 
Sparrow 13; White -crow ned Sparrow 6 ; White-throa ted 
Sparrow 241; Song Sparrow 38. 

Total, 59 species ; abo ut 4496 indi'"iduals. (In count 
area count week but not seen count clay: Ba rn Owl , 
Screech O wl.}--R. Edmiston, Fran k Fry, John Hende r
son , Cliff Jones, Dav id Milne . D avid Ocly . Bill Pennewi ll, 
Ruth Polla rd . Charles Smi th. John Soule . 0 . K. Stephen
son (compiler-New Bloomfield PA 17068). (NB-3.6). 

6 330. Penn Forest, Pa. 40°57' N 7S0 JJ' W , center 0.8 
mi . N of Penn Forest Reservo ir. N to L. Harmony. S to 
Jonesville, E to Effort , W to Lehi gh R. including Big 
Boulder L, part of Hi ckory Run S. I' . . Pen n Forest Res., 
Wild Creek Res .. Be ltzvi lle L.; elevation 600 to 2212 ft. ; 
habitat coverage: mixed wocx:lland 46% . fields 31%. lakes 
and rese rvoirs 16%, strea msides 5% . res idential 2%.
Dec. 24; 12:30 a.m. to 5 p .m . A.M. : clea r. P.M .: partly 
cloudy. Te mp . 25° to 42°F. Wind variab le, 0-5 m .p .h. 
Snow cove r Oto 1 in. W a ter partly llJll' ll. Wild food crop 
excellent. Five observers in 2 parties . Total party-ho urs, 
26.5 (4 on foot, 20 by car, 2.5 by ca noe); to tal party-mil es , 
21 8. 1 (7.5 on foot, 207 by ~ar, 3.6 by canoe). 

• Great Blu~ Heron 5; Ca nad a Goos e J; M allard 10; 
Bl ack Duc k 127 ; Ay thya sp . (no t scaup) I; scaup. sp. 9; 
Com. G oldeneye 12 : Bufflehead 4; Ohls qua w I; Com. 
Merganser 13; Red-breastro Merganser I; Red-tailed 
Hawk 12; Rough-legged Hawk S; Mar~h Hawk 7; Am. 

555 
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I Record No.:863-01-1977 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # of 

Species: Boat-tailed Grackle 

Date of Sighting: December 17, 1977 

Observer(s): W. H. Rufe, Jim McEnerney, Don Parlee 

Date of Submission: 1990 &ock} 
Submitted by: w. Hart Rufe 

Member Class I Class II Class ill Class IV Class V 

A B C 

E. Kwater X 
B.Haas >< 
F. Haas X 
R. Leberman X 
G. McWilliams X 
S. Santner X 
P. Schwalbe X 
TOTALS l Lr 2-
DECISION X 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): ~ Date: f-1J~- // 




